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HISTORICAL SKETCH 


ef the First Presbyterian Church of Newar, Ohio; read before theLicking 
County Pioncer Association, October, lath, 1868, by Rev. H. AL Hervey, 


A church which is established up- {We have not been able to find any 
@n an evangelical basis, a church of} accc unt of Mr. McDonald in the ear. 
which Jesus Christ is the Founda—|1y histor cal records of Preshy terian- 
tion, is a most important element|ism in this region. He is distinctly 
ef power in a community. It is a]remembered, however, by several 
pillar and ground of the truth. It/tmembers ot your society. He was 
represents a religion which pro-'sa Presbyterian minister, and came 
motes material prosperity, which |to this plsce in 1802, on his way to 
fortifies industry, sweetens the fam | Franklinton, now Columbus. He 
ily, frowns upoa vice, saves men.—| was probably a missicnary from the 
The organization of a church: is|neighborhood of Pittsbuig. At the 
therefore an event of interest. time of los vicit here he was a mid- 

We are prompted by many con—!dle aged man. He ledged at the 
siderations to remember our ances—|house of Mr. Samac! Elhott. who 
tore, and to preserve the records of| lived about one mile and » half east 
tho past. It has been said that ajot Newark He preached several 
State torn from its beginnings, iy times to the families .hat were here, 
fragmentary, incapable of public, at their houses, or in the open air. 
love, or of any real nationality. The| As ‘he first house of our city was 
ehurch is to remember all the way! built in 1802, and as but five or six 
in which it has been led. Wehon-|hovses were built dnuving that year, 
er those, the results of whose effort! of course there were but tew persons 
and self-denial we possess and en-|to constitute his congregations. — 
joy, into whose labors we en-| Thus we «ce that the sacred Ll ga- 
ter; especially do we delight to|tioi s of religion were presented and 
eherish the remembrance of those | enfurced by tie living preacher up- 
who sung witu our fathers and mcth-| on this soil contemposanecus!y with 
ers the songs of salvation on the|tbe very beciwoning of the existence 
luminous hights of Zion, and who} of ihe town 
stood with them in the valley of af-| In the :ummer of 1203 Rev. Jobu 
flietion, who were the means, under] Wright visited this plece. Mr. 
God, of strengthening the hopes| Wri: bt was born io Wistmeretand 
that rnimated them in hfe and made] county, Pennsylvapia,in 1777 Fa- 
them joyful in death. miliary with the Ganges of frontier 

Some of the earliest efforts tow-| life, his earliest reeoll ctlons being 
ard the establishment ot the Pres-|asacciated with the “ifle carritd to 
byterian Church in Ohio, werejthe house of God by the worshippers 
made inthe Muskingum valley. The| for use in case of attack by Jrdisns, 
first church that was formed in this|be was wel: fited for the work of 
valley was at Marietta, in 1803.;a preacher among pionrers. He 
The first pastor was the Rev. jarrivid bere on Saureay afiernoon, 
Stephen Lindley, who had been: and learsing that there was but one 
sent out to that region as a mission-| Presbyterian iu the place. and being 
ary, by one of the Presbyteries of | unw Jiing to iuerude vpen fam as be 
western Pennsylvania. The first} was in very humble cucumstances, 
Christian minister who preached on/he concluded to stop st the tevem 
the territory now occupied by thie} kuown as “Black’a Tavern,” which 


ety, was the Rev. Mr. McDonald.|had been builtin the tall of 1802. 
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The proprietor informed him that it 
wou d be necessary for him to sleep 
or the floor, us the occupancy of all 
his sleeping apartments, which were 
no. very mumerous HOF B8yacious, 
was secured by persons who were 
ettending a borse race. This Mr. 
Wrett readily consented: to do. 
Ou the tollowing day arrangements 
were ade fom the repetition of tie 
race, which had not terminated very 
satis‘actorily eu Saturday. Though, 
duiing the {fsrenvou of Sabbath, 
the chie’ interest of the liftie com. 
munity centered in the race, Mr. 
Wright) reacied, and held a second 
service ip t..e atternoon, wt which he 
preached a sermon cn the “observ- 
ance of the Sibbath,” to sn audience 
made up in great measure ot those 
who had devoted the forencon to 
the race. Af the close of this ser- 
vicc one ot his besrers arose and 
said thst the preacher had told them 
the tuth, and proposed that a co} 
lection shonld be taken op for him, 
and the hat being p»ssed around, 
seven dollars were contribated, A 
story has heen t Jd in connection 
with thie visit of Mr. Wright, and 
indeed. published, to the effect that 
about the middle of the night of 
Saturdsy. Mr. Wright was coused 
by a cang of rongh and drucken 
men. who swore that as 4 stranger, 
he must stand treat or be ducked 
under a pump near by, bnt that he 
escaped and spent the balance o! 
the nivht at the honse of his Presby- 
tenjan brother. Havirg made sore 
inquiry as to the trivh of this story, 
of some who were living h:re at 
that t.me, and of others who came 
here soon “iter it is said to have oc- 
curred, we find that none of these 
of whom inquiry has been mare, re. 
member ihe occurrence, nor of hav- 
ing heard it spoken of subsequ: ntly, 
in the community, ena all are quite 
positive that the story is untrue. 

In the year 1806 Rev. James 
Scott prescbed here regularly for 
some months. 

As the two men last named were 
among the earliest and the most ac- 
tive and widely kuown of the pio- 


i 


peer Presbyterian ministers of cen- 
tral Dhio,we present some additional 


facts regarding them. Rev. John 
Wright graduated at Dickeuson 
College,,Pennsyivania. He was li- 


censed to preach about 1800, by the 
Presbytery of Redstone. He engag- 
ed in missionary labors for two or 
three years in Virginia and North 
and South Carolina, returaing 
through regions now comprising 
lennesée, Kentucky and Ohio. In 
this: work he ‘became’ acquairxted 
with a little bana! of Presbyterians 
upen the /Hock-Hocking and Rush 
Creek, in) the wile: ness of Olio, 
and settled among them in 1804. \In 
1806 .he became pastor sof Hoek- 
Hocking») (Lancaster) ‘and . Rush 
Creek Churches. Fe preached’ at 
Laneaster 32 years. His labors 


were scattered over a wide extent uf © 


country, and many of the cl urches 
through this part of) Ohio were or- 
ganized through his instromentality. 
He died at Delphi, Indiana, stithe 
residence ,of his son, Rev. B. | W. 
Wright, August 3let, 1854, in ‘his 
78th year. He was faithfal and 
devoted minister, a remarkable 
peace-maker, a cheerful and happy 
man. i 
Rev. James Scott was born»in 
Pennsylvania, east of the mountains, 
in 1775. He graduated at Cannons- 
burg, Pa., when the college located 
there was inits youth. He located 
at Mt. Vernon in 1807, aud ahout 
three years after that time he was 
married to a duughter of Archibald 
Wilson, of Newark. He preached 
at Mt. Vernon, Fredericktown and 
Martinsburg, the extremes of bis 
pastoral charge being asout fwenty- 
five miles apart. Indian encamp—- 
ments were yet in fiat neighbor- 
hood. He underwent many teils 
and self-denials, He is remembered 
10 have frequently walked to Mar— 
tinsburg, eleven miles, to presch, 
and to have done that sometimes af- 
ter hunting for, and not being able 
to find, his horse in the woods. He 
died in September, 1851, in his 78th 
year. M1, Scott was a man of great 
personal worth, and was regardeg 








: 
’ : i 


by bIl ‘closses as one of | 
men. Though he hsd more than 
eommon gifts, he was exceedingly 
modest and unassutsing. His re- 
membrance of Scripture texts was 
remarkable He wustraly a man of 
prayer. He at one time said that be 
had not neglected secret prayer for 
sixty years. 

Through the efforts of the minis— 
ters we have named, and by the re- 
moval to Newark of some families 
of Presbyteriun education,  tl.at 
element in tle community 
had, im the year 1808, attained 
sutlicient strength to warrant the 
formation of a church. According 
ly, in the autumn of 1808 this church 
was organized. Rev. John Wright 
was present, and officiated at its or— 
ganization. We have rot been able 
to obtain the names of all who com-— 
posed the original membership.— 
Two elders were elected at the or 
ganization. These were David 
Moore and Jas. Taylor. Jacob Wil- 
sun was elected an elder in 1809. We 
give briet bivgraphical sketches of 
these three men who were the first, 


slightest blemish rests Ppien 
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the best of! peaceahle life, and died an bumble 


Not the 
his 
name. Every one who knew hin, 
loved and respected him May they 
all imit: te the bight exumple he set 
them, so that their last end may be 
like his.” 

Jsmes Taylor wos born in Lan- 
caster county. Pennsyivant, in 
1753, and was married in the same 
county, in 1780. He removed to 
Washington county, Pennsylvants, 
and autsequenily to tie region of 
Wheeling, Vu. He came to this 
place in 1804. He was the firat 
Judge of this county, having heen 
elected in 1809. He died at thie rest- 
dence uf his son-in-law, Mr James 
Msholm, in 1844, at the advanced 
age of 91. Mr. Taylor was a soldier 
in the warot the Revolition. gle 
wag with Colonel Williamson in bis 
car psign against the {ndivns in 
1782, and cast his vote with e'ghteen 
others, ageinst the murder of the 
Moravian Indians at Gna‘en ‘utten, 
on the Tuscarawas He had a lurve 
expcrience of the hardsiips of tren- 


and devout Cerristian 


and for abuut six years the only el- tier sife. Two of bis ctildren were 
ders of this church. born in the fort near Whiecling. In 

David Moore was born at Gettys- those times of peril from hostile Tn 
burg, Adams county, Pennsylvania, disns, his gun was generally near 
April 9th, 1774. He was one of a him, when at work in the field. — 
family of eleven bro.hera. When he Judge Taylor ws a manoi vigh 
removed to Ohio be resided for a personal character, and wns univer- 
few years in Belmont county. He sally respected.» Unassnining and 
came to Newark 19 the spring of somewhat reservcd in his mauner, he 
1808. He died April 27th, 1845, aged was yet firm in his ¢ nviciions aml 
71 sears. He was aman of great decided in his principles. He was 
energy of character, of excellent sn elder in this church for a period 
business qualities, and was identi- of 36 years, and was faithful in clis- 
fied with many of the business in- charging the anties of thas offi -e 
terests of N.wark and vicinity. He while physical strengif enabled bim 
exercised the functions of an elder to o 80 be “7; 
in this church about 30 years. He! Jacob Wilson was horn in Hardy 
was connected with the church of county amyara! ie. Sept. 15th, 1781. 
Mory Ann, in this county, from He cane to Licking edunty in the 
1830 t6 1836. Upon bis application spring of 1893. raised a crop of 
for ‘dismissal to that organization, corn in the Licking valley, a few 
the Session uf this church adupted| miles north of Newark, and returned 
a paper in which they “regret the/in the full to Virginia. In March, 
necessity of dismissing so usefal an| 1804, he was married to Nancy Col- 
offiderin the church.” Tue Newark ville, of Shenandoah county, Vir- 
Advocate, in a notice of his death. ! ginia, and soon afterhis marriage 


said of him: ‘He lived a quiet and | he removed to this place, where he 
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lived until his death which occurred! they are all gone. There were two 
Oct. Lith, 1827. He died at the age'Mr. Moores with their wives, and 
‘of 48 years His death wie vces-| several by the name of Wilson. [I 
sioned by an injurv which he had re-| was the firat of our order who aettled 
‘eecived in the erection of a buil tag | there. There was no meeting house 
He was admitted tothe churce in! built in my time. After I com-. 


1809, anil was within afew weeks 
after bis admission elecied sn < Ider, 
aad served in that capacity eighteen 
years. He ted the siaging of the 
congregation manv years. He was 
& modest, bumble, end good man; a 
christian whos: character waa above 
reproach, and a taithful offlver in 
the church. 

The church was not supplied 
with regulur preaching for more 
than 4 year alter its organizatin. 

In the autumn of 1809 the pas’ or 
al services of-Rev. Georee Van 
Eman were secured. He was then 3 
young inan 23 years of age, had re- 
cently completed his educational 
course, anu was not married. Mr 
Van Ewan is at pres2nt residing at 
Findlay Ohio. We are truly gra‘e- 
ful to the Father of us all whose 
Kind Providence has spared through 
so many yenrs this faithful minister 
of Christ. He is still in vigorous 
hea'th, and is present with us on 
this occasion. Some statemeuts re. 
- lating to bls life and his winisteria! 
work here. which have been receiv- 
ed from him ina recent communi- 
calion, are here giver 


FinpLay, Hancock Co. Ohio. 
September lst, 1868 

I settled in Newark in the full of 
1809, was ordained and installed 
there between Christmas o* that 
year anil New Year's of 1810. Rev’s. 
John Wright of Lancaster, Jicob 
Lindley of Athens, and James Scott 
of Mt. Vernon, were at the ordina. 
tion. I preached in the Court House. 
sometimes the sciool house, an oli 
hewel-log building wh‘ch stood in 
the Publis Square. I continned the 
pastur for three years and six 
months, thei my health failed, and 
J did not preach fo. some years. 

I cannot tell the nuiwher of mem- 
bers nor who they were. I could 
name perhaps 8 dozer, but I su ppose 





menced preaching again I spent a 
Sabbath in Newark, on my way to 
Synod at Chillicothe, snd preached. 
the first sermon in their new house of 
worship, which was just finished. I[t 
was a building, perhaps forty by fif— 
ty feet, and stood on the Publie 
Square. 

There were a goodly number of 
exemplary christians, as I hope, 
therein my time; some careless, pro- 
fane and ungodly men, but no vid- 
leat opposition to religion. I had 
the good will of all so far as I know. 
All classes attendrd meeting. 

Iwas horn in Washineton coun— 


ty, Pennsylvania, in 1786, on the 


23d of April; rece:'ved my education 
at Cannonsburg; united with the 
church while at college; gracuated 
in the fall of 1806; studied theology 
nnder Dr. McMillen; was liceneed 
by the Presbytery of Ohio, in 1808, 
in Upper Buffalo meeting house; 
and just one year after that waa or— 
dained. I took part in the organi- 
zation Of Richland Presbytery, was 
pastor of the church at Mansfield 
two years and a half; then went to 
screen county, Pennsylvania, and 
spent fifteen years as pastor of the 
same churches, New Providence and 
Jefferson. I then gave up my charge 
and came to this place. I have heen 
in this county thirty-two years. I 
was the first pastor at Newark, 
Mansfield and this place, I have 
had no charge since resigning this 
church, on account of age, but 
preach occasionally. I have an- 
swered your questions as well as I 
cun, having no record to guide me, 
and some of them referring to events 
over sixty years.go. Yours in the 
Goapel, Georcs Van Eman. 
Of those who were members of 
this church when Mr. Van Emae 
was its pastor, but two are now cor- 
nected with it. These are Mis. Ei- 
sie Winters and Mrs. Elizabeth 
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Moore. At that period the ordin- 
ance of the Lord’s Supper waa ad- 
ministered but once in the year, and 
in connection with that observance, 
services were held on Friday, 
Saturday and Monday. 

From the summer of 1812 to the 
summer of 1815, the congregation 
was without a pastor. During the 
summer of 1815 a call was presented 
to Rev. Thomas Dickson Baird, and 
accepted by him. 

Mr. Baird was born in the coun- 
ty of Down Ireland Dec. 26th 1773. 
At an early age he evinced 3 strong 
desire for knowledge, but his father, 
owing to his circumstances, felt 
obliged to retuse his request for a 
liberal education, intimating to him 
that he was destined to the trade of 
a blacksmith. ‘Very well’ wes the 
answer. “I will do what you re- 
quire now, but I will never be an 
aged blacksmith.” Whilst toiling 
at the anvil he made himself well 


Newark about August Ist of that 
year. In Nov. 1k16 he was mar- 
ried to Esther daughter of Samuel 
Thompson, an elder in the lst Pres- 
byterian church of Pittsburg. 

On the 8th of March 1816, aa ar- 
ticle of agreement was entered into 
‘between Zachariah Davis and Robé, 
Davidson, of the first part, and Wm. 
Wilson, Abraham C. Wilson, and 
Bradley Buckjngham, ot the sec— 
ond part, in which the aforesaid 
parties of the first part, agreed with 
the aforesaid parties of the second 
part, acting as managers for build- 
ing a meeting house for the Presby- 
terian congregation of the town of 
Newark, to build a house of the 
following dimensions and materials, 
viz: <A brick building, 54 feet by 
46 feet, the foundation of stone, the 
walls of which are to be two and 4 
half feet high, and two feet thick, 
the walls of said building of brick, 
eighteen inches thick and fifteen feet 


acquainted with arithmetic, and ad—! high, with a suitable brick cornice, 
vanced considerably in Lilly’s Lat—, to put in four windows in each side: 
in Grammar, though there was 1n/to put in two doors which are to be 
his way the apparently insurmount-| seven feet high, and four feet wide, 
able obstacle that the work itself! (to be double) with a window above 
was veiled in the Latin tongue.—} each door, with eight lights each, 
When 18 years of sge he made aj|the pillars which support the roof 
profession of religion. Inearly life,;to be cased up to the plastering 
he formed the resolution of entire ab-| overhead, the house to be cased all 
stinence from intoxicating drinks.| round as high as the windows; to 
He came to the United States in| putin forty pews, the pews tu be 
1802. He was employed at his trade; three feet high, and a suitable door 
in Penusylvania, for slmost 3 years.|to each pew to be well hung, the 


In 1805 he removed to South Caro- 
lina. Soon after hig arrival there, 
his wife and two little boys were at- 
tacked by the prevailing fever of the 
country, and died. About this time 
he began to think seriously of en— 
tering the ministry in connection 
with the Presbyterian church. His 
purpose to enter the ministry was 


floor to be raised eighteen inches 
higher at one end of the house than 
at the other; and to have the whole 
of said work completed by the first 
day of November next ; the said par- 


'ties of the second part do agree 


with the parties of the first part that 
the house after it is completed as 
aforesaid, shall remain in their pos— 


twice thwarted by adverse circum-jsession as security, until the full 
gtances. At length however, having | amount of two tiousand seven hun- 
pursued a course of study at Wil-\dred dollars be paid to the parties 
ington 8.C., he was licensed iniof the first part, which sum they 
1811. He was erdained iu 1813. Injare to receive for the completion of 
1815 he resolved to seek a home in| the aforementioned buildings in the 

the North. He traveled on horse-| manner aforesaid.” : 
back through Tennessee and Ken-| Until the completion of this house 
tucky into Ohio, and located ane congregation had held all their 





din vot 
religions services in a building used 
for putposes of conrt, school and 
ehurch, which stood on the nortl: 
side of the Public Square.’ Tt was 
a structure of hewed logs, contain- 
ing one room which hau seats of 
rough boards laid upon logs. This 
new house stood on the west sid 
of what is now the court-house park. 
the west end of the house being near 
where the west gate of the p:rk now 
is. Rev. Mr. VanEman, in a letter 
written subsequently to the one 
above given, reierring to the opeaing 
of this church edifice in the autumn 
of 1816, says: 

“Mr. Davis who built the house 
had finished it a day or two before 
I was there, and to secure prowpi 
payment, locked itup. The pecple 
did not know what to do. On Sib- 
bath morning, Mr. Wil 1am Stanber- 
y, a» lawyer, took a boy with him to 
the house, raised a win ‘ow, and lift- 
ed the boy in who opei.:d the doors. 
The congregation a. tue appointed 
hour entered, Mr. Davis and his 
family among the rest. There was 
no disturbance about it. Mr. Da- 
vis told me at the close of the mect- 
ing that he had promised not to 
open’ the house, but was glad it was 
done. 

My text that day was, ‘I have not 
shunned to declare unto you all the 
counsel of Goad.” | 

The church now having for the 
first time a house of worship of its 
own; having electid two new eld- 
ers, William Trindle and Joseph 
Moore, haviug increased consider- 
ably in numbers and influence, mnd 
having again regular pulpit minis— 
trations, entered apon a new career 
Of prosperity, 

The fierce doctrinal controversies 
of the time, probably hindered in 
some measure the general progress 
of religion. We who witness the 
mutual sympathy and co-opcration 
prevalent among onr churches now 
can but insdequately comprehend 
the bitterness of the sectarian stri/es, 
and the acrimony of the dvuctrinal 
eontroversies that agitated this vom- 
munity inthose days. On the ques 
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eb hd of Calvinism and Arminianism 
open battle raged, . Mr. Baind was 
4 Calvinist or the old s. bool, and he 
Malatained bis views ‘wheu neces- 
sary, by an open and unflinching 
ajvucacy, always keeping su,reme 
the essential truuhs of the cross — 
Thongh Presby:er an and Methodist 
ininis ers Gid act often make minis 
terial exXchang:s, he at one time 
mauve An arranyement to preach in 
lhe Methodist church at Bowling 
Gree”, tour mires east of Newark, 
Steppirg into the purpit he said, “Ie 
ig an ascommen thing fur : Presby- 
terlab ministe: to preach in a Meth- 
© ist meeting heuse. What shall I 
preach? Shall I sreach Methodism? 
No. Shall T preach. Pr. sbyterianism? 
No. Whatshall 1 preach? I shall 
preach the true gospel of Jesus 
Christ:” and then proceeded to de- 
liver a sermen that was iv pressive 
aod pewertul. 

During a portion of the time that 
Mr. Baird resided here, he engaged 
in the work of teaching in connec— 
tion with his ministerial work. His 
first class was tormed foi the pur— 
pose of studying the Latin language. 
Vhis class was composed of the fol- 
lowing persons:. B W. Brice, J. R: 
Staubery, Nathaniel tnglish, J. N. 
Wilson, John C. Gault, John M ore, 
Of these the two Jast are dead. This 
cles> subsequently grew into a 
school of greater numbars, with a 
wider ecope of studies, 

Mr. Baird’s pupils cherished for 
him the strongest attachment. On 
ane occasion, one of his pupils J.N. 
Wilson, heving been maliciously, 
aud without cause, threatened with 
&@ whipping Ly a boy helonging to 
anovher school, and having discov- 
ered thit he was about to be assail- 
ed, turned upon his antagonist and 
gave him a gvevere handling. The 
teacher on the following morning, 
when the circumstances of the case 
were explained, instead of adminis— 
tering the puuishment that was ap- 
prehended, gave to the school in the 
vledrest and most forcible manner 
his views upon the whole subject of 
self-defence, and the laws that should 
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govern the social relations and in-| with courtesy to those who differed 
tercourse of boys and men, at school, | from him. He took a. prominent 
and through life; enjoined upon his} part in the most important contro- 
pupils that they should always be! versy that ever agitated the Presby 
caréful not to be in the wrong, and | terian church in this country. He 
when they were in the right, that, was decided ia his convictions as an 
they should not submit farnely and] old school man. He is regarded by 
ignominiously to wroug or injustice, {many as one of the ablest preachers 
but.in a manly way maintain their} the Presbyterian church has ever had 
rights. in the Weat. His st, le was charac- 
Ih 1820 Mr. Baird resigned this} terized by simplicity, and was with~ 
eharce and removed to Vaasa a) out vrnament. In his christian char- 
vania where he continued pastoral | acter there was nothing impulsive 
jahor for about ten years. He was)or fitful. He steadily, patiently la— 
editor ofthe “Pittsburg Christian: bored to do good, and promote 
Herald” from 1831 to 1838- Whiie| God’s glory. 
rcturning from a visit tothe South! The only person now connected 
he was violently attacked by disease | with the church, who united with it 
and died in North Carolina on the! under Mr, Baird's ministry is Miss 
7th of Jaa, 1839. The following ac-; Nancy Carson, who became a mem- 
count of his death has been ob‘ained | ber in 1816- 
from his son Rey. 8.J. Baird, D. D.,|_ Rev. Solomon S. Miles preached a 
of Stauaton Va. few times in Newark in the year 
“His death occurred from a dis-!1820. In April 1821, te came here 
ease which involved the most ex- | to reside, and in October of that year 
cruciatiog suffering,which was borne | he was ordained, and installed pas- 
without an expression of impatience. | tor of this church by the Lancaster 
For the last twenty-four hours he! Presbytery. Mr. Miles was born at 
was kept alive by stimulants. Sev-j Belpre, Obio, Dec. 28th, 1794, and 
eral'times he inquired what o’clock| united with the church of that place. 
it was, and on being told, replied,| He was educated at the Ohio Uni- 
that he had hoped to be with Christ| versity at Athens, when that insti- 
before that time. Toward the last: tution was in its infancy, and when 
he complained of the greatest’ pains: Rev. Jacoh Lindley was its Preci- 
in his limbs which proved to be cold. | dent, and only regular instructor.— 
He was told that it was the conflict! He was among its first graduates. 
with the last enemy, and asked if it] He wasin the same class with the 
alarmed him. He replied, ‘‘No,; Hon. Thomas Ewing, of Lancaster, 
though my body is filled with pain!and Rev. Henry Perkins, D. D., of 
inexpressible, my soul! is filled wit | New Jersey. 
juy. Hederlined rapidly till within} Early in Mr. Miles’ ministry kere, . 
twerty minutes of bis end, when!a Sabbath School was organized, 
with more strength of voice than he| the first one formed in our city,— 
had shown for some days. he ex-| This was formed in June 1822. Its 
claimed, **Holy ! Holy! Holy Lord | subsequent history will be hereafter 
God Almizhty, All the days of myiyiven. The weekly prayer meeting 
appoipted time will I wait for him!was also established in the same 
till Jne comes: and then most |year. Its institution has this hia- 
calmly and sweetly, with asmile onjtory. A few mcnths cfter Mr. 
his face, breathed his Jast.” | Baird commenced preaching here, 
Mr. Baird was a man of much, during the winter of 1815 and 716, 
more than ordinary power. He pos- | a member of his congregution, who 
sessed great vigor of, intellect and} was then but a youth, and who had 
energy of will. He was always ready,| come from an eastern city where he 
to contend for the truth, and did so|had been accustomed to attending 
with ability and frankness, yet] meetings for prayer held during the 
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week, suggested to him that such a 
service was desirable here, and per- 
haps it could be profitably sustain— 


ed. Afr. Bairds reply was, «Cannot 


you start the meeting?” The per- 
‘son referred to, being almost a 
stranger in the town, being natural- 
ly sumewhat diffident, and not, at 
the period named, a member of the 
church, did not prosecute the mat- 
ter further at that time. The same 
person having united with the 
church before Mr. Miles came, and 
cherishing a still stronger desire for 
& prayer meeting, addressed an an- 
onyimous letter to Mr. Miles a short 
time after he began his work as 
pastor, upon the subject in which he 
was so deeply interested, and on 
the following Sabbath such a meet- 
ing was announced from the pulpit, 
to be held on an afternoon of the 
ensuing week. 

About 1824 or ’25, by the efforts 
of Mr. Miles a more active mission- 
ary spirit was awakened. Consid- 
erable interest was also excited 
about the same time in tae work of 
Bible and Tract distribution in the 
town and over the county. 

In the year 1825 the church build- 
ing became unfit for occupancy. On 
the 4th of July of that year, the cel- 
ebration of the throwing out of the 
first shovelful of earth on the Ohio 
canal, occurred, 4} miles south- 
west of Newark. Many strangers 
were present, among whom were 
Hon. Thomas Ewing, orator of the 
occasion, Gov. Morrow, and Ex- 
Governor Worthington, of Ohio,and 
Gov. DeWitt Clinton, ot New York. 
On the day preceding the celebra- 
tion, which was the Sabbath, a very 
large audience, of which the dis- 
tinguished strangers named, formed 
a part, was assembled for worship 
in the Presbyterian Church. A se- 
vere storm arose during the ser- 
vice, and the roof being inadequate 
to the protection of the house against 
the rain, the plastering began to fall 
in quantities somewhat alarming, 
and the congrega'ion becoming in a 
Measure panic-stricken, hastened 
toward the door, and thence to the 


court house, occasioning several in- 
juries by the rush and vonfusion. — 
After this the house was not long 
used. In the following year it was 
sold to Mr. Z. Davis and removed. 
Not haying now a house of its own 
the congregation worshipped in the 
court house for a time, then in @ 
school house near the locks of the 
canal not far from the present lo- 
cation of the Episcopal church, and 
subsequently in the upper portion 
of the Market House, a building 
that stood in West Main Street, be- 
tween the corners that are now oc— 
cupied by Mr. Newkirk’s and Mr. 
Patton’s stores. Religious services 
were held in the place last designat~ 
ed until the present church edifice 
was erected. 

On the 24th of January 1827, an 
act was passed by the legislature of 
Uhio, entitled, “‘An act to incorpor- 
ate the First Presbyterian Soci- 
ety of the town of Newark 
in the county of Licking."— 
The Corporators were James 
Taylor, Jacob Wilson. John J. Brice 
James M. Taylor, Bradley Bucking- 
ham, Hugh Scott. John Blaney, E. 
S. Woods,A.H. Caffee, Henry Smith, 
and N. Cherry. 

Owing to continued ill health Mr. | 
Miles was released by Presbytery 
from. this pastoral charge on the 18th 
of May. 1831. Though there was no 
special revival of religion during his 
ministry hore, there had been several 
seasons Of more than usual serious- 
ness and interest, and at the time of 
his resignation, the church was uni- 
ted and harmonious and numbered 
60 members. 

Mr. Miles is now living at Persifer, 
near Gilson, Il. We have been much 
gratifled in recetving a letter from 
him dated Oct. 5th, 1868, from which 
the following extract is given. He 
says, “I have strong attachments to 
Newark, and take a deep interest im 
whatever affects the religious welfare 
ofthat people. May the different 
branches of the church of Christ 
there become thorougly united ia 
feeling, sentiment and action, and 
oome up as a mighty host to the help 





ef the Lord. I hope you will have 
a pleasant and profitable time.at your 
meeting. It would afford me great 
pleasurc to be with you, but this I 
must forego. I should no doubt 
meet some old friends, whomI hope 
soon to meet in the Mount Zion 
which is above, and join with them 
in songs of eternal deliverance ; and I 
should, no doubt form new and in- 
teresting acquaintances, but old age, 
infirmity and the want of pecuniary 
means forbid it. But though we 
meet not in the flesh, and see not 
each others faces, let us love one 
another, and pray for the peace of 
Jerusalem, for they shall prosper who 
love her. 
Your affectionate brother, 
S. 5. Mives.” 


Rev. James Harrison,a young man 
who had recently completed his stu- 
dies, supplied the ehurch for a short 
time before Mr. Miles’s resignation, 
preaching during the fall of 1830 and 
winter of °30-'31, in the school- 
house defore referred to, and in the 
summer and fall of 1831, in the 
market house. He discontinued his 
ministerial work in this placein Jan. 
1832. From April 1531 to April, 
1832, 18 persons were admitted to 
membership in the church on exam- 
ination, and 3 by certificate, $71.00 
were contributed to the Sabbath 
School, and $80,00 to Sounty De- 
positary of Sabbath Schools. 

Mr. Harrison is now residing at 
Waterloo, Iowa, 

A letter was addressed by the ses- 
sion in conjunction with the trustees 
on the 12th of June, 1832, to Rev. 
William Wylie of Wheeling, Va., in- 
viting him to visit this church with 
-a view to settlement. ‘On Saturday 
June 30th, 1832,” the record states, 
‘in accordance with the foregoing in- 
vitation Rev. Wm. Wylie arrived 
in town, sud the doors of the newly 
erected meeting house were opened 
for his and the congregation’s recep- 
tion on the next day, Sabbath, 
July Ist’ 

The building alluded to in this ex- 
tract is the one in which we meet to- 
day. Itwasbuilt by Bradley Buck- 


ingham and Buckingham Sherwood, 
and the pews were assessed and sold 
at such rates as to cover the cost of 
its constraction and the value of the 
ground on whichit stood. It, and 
the lot on which itis located, were 
conveyed by deed tothe church, in 
1834 by Bradley Buckingham, Buck- 
ingham Sherwood and Albert Sher- 
wood, for four thousand dollars. 

When the house was built the pul- 
pit was much higher than if now ia, 
in accordance with the prevailing 
style of church architecture at that 
time, and it occupied a place at the 
opposite end of the house between 
the doors, the gallery extending 
across the west end. The bell was 
placed in the belfry in 1834 or 5, and 
co + $300,00. Ou the 17th of June 
1833, the congregation made out 4 
call for the pastoral services of Mr. 
Wylie, and on the 6th of August fol- 
lowing, he was installed pastor. Rev. 
John Pitkin preached the sermon 
on the occasion and Rev. James Cul- 
bertson delivered the charges to pas- 
tor and people. The elders at this 
time were James Reeder,Jonas Ward, 
Robert Milligan and Luman Wood~ 
ruff. From Oct.1834 to Sept.1835, 23 
persons were added to the church, 
and at thelastnamed date its mem- 
bership numbered 162, A _ series of 
difficulties extending through several 
yeais culminated in Dec. 1836, in 
the withdrawal from this church of 
more than 20 of its members, who 
with others organized the 2nd Pres- 
byterian Church of this city. 

Dr. Wylie continued his ministry 
here until Oct. 1854, through a 
period of morethan 22 years. His 
was the longest pastorate the church 
has had. He was, when he resigned 
in his 78th year. He was born in 
Pennsylvania in 1776. He gradusted 
at Jefferson College. He preached 
in Mercer, Westmoreland and Fay- 
ette counties, Pa., and at Wheeling, 
Va., before coming to Newark. Af- 
ter his resignation of this charge he 
visited and spent a winter with his 
step-son in Mississippi. When about 
to start on his return to the North, 
in walking about the wharf, he stum. 
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bled apon the fragment of a boat, }ofthe 2nd Presbyterian Church, Mer- 
and displaced his hip-joint, which in-|cer, Pa. 
jury disabled him during the rest of} Rev. A. S. Milholland supplied 
hisdife. After his return North he} the pulpit of this church through the 
preached a number of times, sitting|summer of 1862, and Rev H. T. 
jn an easy chairin the pulpit. Once| Alexander supplied it a few months 
he was carried to this pulpit and|in the early part of 1863. 
preached in that manner, an occa-| The presert pastor commenced 
sion of great interest, which will be preaching to this congregation on 
remembered by many present with the Ist Sabbath of May 1863. He 
us to-disy. ‘received a call Aug. 3d and was or- 
He died in May 1858, aged 82 dained and installed pastor Dec. 15th 
years. He hed. been a minister 58 1863. 
years His son JosephS8., became Inthe ordination and installation 
a minister of promise, preached at services, Rev. Henry Hervey, D. D., 
Utica, Coshocton, Apple Creek, preactied the sermon and made the 
Florence, Pa., and Urichsville, at ordaining prayer. Rev. J. M. Platt 
which last place he died, some time delivered the charge to the pastor, 
before the death of his father, and Rev E. H. Leavitt, the charge to 
Dr. Wylie wasa man of tall and the people. Since the lst of August 
portly form. He had an active imagi- 1863, 100 persons have been received 
nation, fine powers of description, Into the church, 36 upon profession 
and aready command of language. of their faith, and 64 by certificate, 
Asa preacher he perhaps appealed 29 children and 10 adults have been 
Jess to the log cal faculty than to the baptized, 37 have been dismissed by 
Imagination and the feelings. He certificate and 17 members of. the 
was a christian of deep spirituality, church have died. 
and an uofaltering trustin God. He The membership now numbers 
was revered by all ior his high per 164. A debt of $650,00 was cancel- 
sonal worth and devout piety. The led some fcur years since, and the 
godly man has two immortalities, congregation is now free trom all in- ' 
ene is his possession, the other ishis debtedness. Some changes have also 
legacy to us, by this he being dead been made in the interior of the 
yet speaketh ‘church building, among which is the 
Dr Wylie was succeeded by Rev.' addition of 12 new pews. 
Wm. M. Robinson, who had been’ The following is a list of the el- 
his nearest ncighbor in the ministry ders of this church from its organiza- 
for ten years and a half. ‘tion to the present time, together 
Mr. Robinson who is a native of with the dates of their admission to 
Pennsvlvania, was installed pastor the church, their election to the el- 
en the 8th of June 1855. At this dership, their dismissal by certificate 
date the church wasin a lew condi- and their death, so far as there dates 
tion, having been reduced very much can be obtained from the records of 
_ within a few years by death and re- the session. 


motals, Mr. Robinson’s pastorate) ———>——— oo 
embraced a period of seven votre ieaer.] pt a ae 
nai: ; | David Moore, 1808 1803 1845 
during which an old debt was cancel- James Tayior, 1808/1808 1844 
Jed, important repairs were pnt upon, Jacob Wilson. 1809! 1809 1827 
the church edifice, 116 persons were | ey ye male, 7 ei? 1818 isa 
: . ..| Joseph Moore, 5 

received into the church, 8 by cer Noah Owet 1sieiigis| (1991 
tificate, and 43 by profession, 40 chil- ' Lewis Godden 1816/1818 1895 
dren and 4 adults were baptised, 17 James Reeder, 1825/1829 1852 
members died and: 36 were dismissed | aot Wenig re ners evest 

. . ’ ’ ester Wells, ‘ 
by certificate. “Mr. "Robinson’s pas) Roper Millisen, {182811880 
toral relation here ceased on the Ist! jjoses Moore’ 

‘ ioses Moore, 1829 1863. 

of June 1862. Heis now the pastor|Luman Woodruff, 1830/1833 '1849 
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1833}1836)1842 
1934|1836}1849 
1835}1836 1850 


George Wilson, 
John Wolf, 
James Belford, 


_» Nathan Barnes, 1835;1836} « 11845 
E. J. Lewis, 1844/1850) | 
S. J. Reynolds, 184s} 1850 


M. W. Swan, 1856/1857| _ |1862 
W. Hy Winegardner, 1855|1857)1868 | 
T, J. Davis. 1845) 1867 
George F. Moore, 1846/1867 
W.D. Hamilton. 1867) 1867 

Of all those who haye held the office 
of the eldersbip in this church, 
Robert Milligan has exercised the 
functions of that office throngh the 
longest term of years, he having 
acted as elder from 1830 to the pres- 
ent time. The eldersbip is at pres- 


ent composed of the following per- 


sons, Robert Milligan, T. J. Davis, 
Geo. F. Moore, and W. D. Hamil- 
ton. wT ; 
CHURCH MUSIC. 
At sxccessive periods the persons 


named below led the singing of tie 


congregation before a choir was 
formed: Jacob Wilson, Mr Robio- 


gon, Amos H. Caffee, Hugh Scott 


and Moses Moore. A+ choir wus 
formed in 1833, or —34, of which 
Samvel H. Bancroft was the leader 
The subsequent leaders of the choir 
bave been Ro'lert Milligan, E. J. 
Lewis and Heary Sprague. 


THE SABBATH SCHOOL. 


The first Sabbath School organ- 
ized ic Newark was in connection 
with this church. It was formed in 
June, 1822. It was called the ‘‘New- 
ark Association for affording Sab- 
path School instruction.” Jt had 12 
“Articles of Assuciation.” They 
provided for the clection of a super- 
intendent and four managers, by the 
members, annually, on the first Mon- 
duy in October: for the opening o: 
the school at 8 o'clock A. M; for its 
opening and closing with prayer; 
for instruction in tbe scriptures, 
and in the Westminster Shorter 
Catechism, not making, however, 
the study of the catechism obliga- 
tory upon all the pupils. They en— 
joined punctuality aud diligence up- 
on the teachers, and prohibited cor— 


poral puvishment in the school.— | nounced 


suasion, reproof, euitable rvewarde, 
and every means colcnialed to win 
he »ffections and. secure théeygeod 
behavior, .aud, attention  ofiyahe 
scholara, to, their dutiess: wih leyre- 
sorted to: when these tril jte seenre 
the end proposed, recaurse: wilkebe 
had.to expulsiov.” These aricles 
were signed by S. 8. Mil sy L, God- 
den, H. B Gilmore. Charles: Sager, 
J. Matbiot, George Shaves Cy W. 
Adaws, John Cunning! am, Joha- 


hl 


thar Taylor, Thomas Taylor, Kliza 
Youog, Aun Brice, Lucey C Gilmore, 
Olive Taylor, Sarah C. Burvbham 

The Association elected, Lewis 
Godden Snperintendent tor the Bret 
year, and Miss Sarah Buribam, 
Mrs. Ann Brice, . tv. 5. S., Miles 
and Joshua Mathiot, Managers . | 

The sehool was held in the i ree- 
byterian Church edifi e until it le- 
came unfit for occapancy in 1825. 
It was then beld in the Court House. 
During the time its seesious were 
held in the Court House, R v. Mr, 
Jadgon, an agent of the American 
S S: Union, visited this ciy and 
through his and Mr. Miles’ «ffosts, 
funds were raised for ‘he purchsse 
of a library, aud a library, the first 
one tor the use of the Sabheth 
Schoul, brought” to Newark, was 
procured. 

The school subsequently beld its 
meetings in the school bouse near 
the canal locks, in the upper portion 
of the market-house, in a brick 
builuirg belonging to David Moore, 
on the north-east corner of the Pub- 
lic Square, in a school-room fit ed 
ug by Mr Milesi: the rear ot the 
present church building before its 
completion, and it was removed to 
this binding when it was finished. 

There was considerable prejudice 
against the Sabbath School in its 
early history here; much more thaa 
at present exists The tcllowimeg in- 
cident is illustrative of this: A gen 
tleman who was teaching schec] in 
this place in the year 1831, and who 
was strongly opposed to the institu. 
tion of the Sabbath Sehosl, an- 
on a certain Monday 


Article llth says: “Entreaty, per-! morning that it was his intentiuu to 
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@iscipline, by dismissing from his 
school, all his scholare who had at- 
tended the Sunday School on the 
preceding day, and for the purpose 
ef ascertaining who the offending 
parties were, required them to rise. 
Somewhat surprised to see that all 
in the school, except his own two 
children, rose, and not wishing to 
be so suddenly thrown out of em- 
ployment, he immediately said, 
“You can take your seats.” 

In November 1832, the school 
numbered 89 pupils and 14 teachers. 
The teachers at that time were, Mr. 
James Young, Miss Holmes, Miss 
Steadman, Miss Bancroft, Mr. Mark 
Howe, Mr. Rufus Henry, Mr. Z. 
Davis, Miss McDougal, Miss Tay- 
Jor, Miss Brice, Mr. B. W. Brice, 
8. H. Bancroft, Mr. T. R. Dicken- 
eon Miss Miller. 

The following are the names of 
the Superintendents of the School, 
eo far as they can be now ascertain- 
ed, from its organization to the pres- 
ent time. Lewis Godden, Robert C. 
Gist, Mark Howe, James Young, 
John Wolf, John Moore, B. Pilking- 
ton, Robert Milligan, E. J. Lewis, 
Henry S. Martin, L. P. Coman, T. J. 
Davis, Rev. W. M. Robinson, Geo. B. 


Wright, W. H. Winegardner, Rev. 
H. M. Hervey, and W. D. Hamil- 
ton. 


The number of scholars now en- 
rolled in the school is 310. The 
average daily attendance is 187. The 
number of teachers is 25. The 
school has during the past year been 
provided with a new and valuable 
library of about 400 volumes. 


Its officers at present are Sup’t. 
W. D. Hamilton, Assistant Sup’t. H. 
M. Hervey. Librarians, Joseph G. 
Wallace and Robert F. Irvine. 


We havethus reviewed the history of 
this religious organization, which ‘has 
now reached the 60th year of ita exist- 
ence. It has been a pioneer church. We 
have seen that the efforts that resulted 
in its tormation were the first religious 
efforts made on the territory covered b 
our city. Great changes have occurr 
in it and in the community. There 
have been numerous accessions to our 
membership.and many solemn removals 
by death. Many memories an@ asgo- 
ciations connect uur religious services, 
and these pews with friends who wor- 
ship no more in temples made with 
hands. The fathers pass away. New 
responsibilities are ours. May the faith 
which has ennobled the lives of the 
truly godly who have preceded us, be 
an inheritance to us, that we may finish 
our course with joy. 





UTICA CHURCH. 





That region of Licking county in] been said of a somewhat stern cast 


which Utica is located, began to be 
settled about the year 1805. Those 
who first entered it with a view of 
securing homes therein, found a 
heavily-timbered soil, to rescue which 
from the domain of the forest would 
involve years of severe toil, but a 
soil that gave promise of abundant 
fertility to reward the laber of its 
cultivation. ; 

They found also in the solitude of 
the wilderness a beautiful stream of 
water, known tous as the North 
Fork of Licking, large enough to 
serve important practical uses. 

Some of the earliest settlers of this 
region were Joseph Conard, Nathan 
Conard, Isaac Vanausdol, Joseph 
Mantonya, James Dunlap, Patrick 
Moore, John Moore, William Robert- 
son, Peter Kirkpatrick, David Kirk- 
patrick, Nathaniel Kirkpatrick, My. 
Helphrey, John Lee, Wm. Black- 
burn, Joseph Penn, John McNaugh- 
ton, Samuel Haines,Homewood Mar- 
riot, Jeremiah Belt, Philip Smoots, 
Wm. Harris, Samuel Duffield. 

Most of those who settled in and 
around Utica during the earlier years 
of its history had either immigrated 
from the North of Ireland, or were 
the descendents of those who had 
immigrated from that country. They 
were of Scotch-Irish descent. The 
term ‘Scotch-Irish’ describes those 
who have Scotland as the land of 
their forefathers, and Ireland as the 
place of birth, residence or adoption. 
It suggests some historical incidents 
of great interest, of which the Prov- 
ince of Ulster in Ireland was the 
scene two centuries ago. 

The term designates a people who 
loved liberty and hated tyranny, 
who had been trained by trials, made 
resolute by oppression, who feared 
God, and were governed by his word, 
who were of afstaid, stable, and as has 


of christian character, who loved 
Presbyterianism, its doctrines, its 
simple forms of worship, and its 
government, as opposed to Prelacy 
on the one hand, and Independency 
on the other, and who were instru- 
mental in transferring that system of 
Church order to this country. To 
that people are we largely indebted 
for our ¢ivil liberties and institutions. 
High historical authority,( Bancroft, ) 
warrants us in saying that “the first 
public voicein America for dissoly- 
ing ali connection with Great Britain, 
came not from the Puritans of New 
England, the Dutch of New York, 
nor the planters of Virginia, but from 
Scotch Irish Presbyterians.” 

In 1812 Washington township was 
organized, and in 1814, the village of 
Wilmington, now Utica was laid out. 
In 1814 a: Reformed Presbyterian 
or Covenanter Church was formed. 
It was organized by Rev. Dr. Black. 
Rev. Robt. Wallace was its first Pas- 
tor, and Wm. Mitchell, James Dun- 
lap and Nathaniel Kirkpatrick were . 
its first elders. 

This Church has been ever sinee its 
organization one of eonsiderable 
strength, and is now one of the lar- 
gest in that denomination. 

Itis probable though it is not cer- 
tainly known, that Rev. James Scott 
or Rev. John Wright, preached in 
Utica early in its history, as they visi- 
ed most of the new settlements in this 
region of Ohio. The first sermon 
known to have been preached in that 
community by a minister of the Pres- 
byterian Church was by Rev. James 
Hervey, D. D. He passed through 
Utiea in the Summer of 1815, on his 
way from Wheeling, Va,, to Dela- 
ware, Ohie, and preached one Sab- 
bath in a grove on the south side of 
Mr. Patriek Moore’s farm, which lay 
adjacent to the village. Hewas born 
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in 1782, ina Fort about 7 miles from 
Wellsburg, West Virginia. He grad- 
uated at Jefferson College. He preach- 
ed in Wheeling several years, at the 
same time supplying the Church at 
Forks of Wheeling, 5 miles distant. 
When he began preaching in Wheel- 
ing there were but 3 members of the 
Presbyterian Church there. Now 
there are 4 Churches of that denom 

ination there, containing about 630 
members. Fle died in 1859, in his 
71th year, having been the pastor of 
the Forks of Wheeling Church 48 
years. 

The Presbyterian Church in Utica 
was organized on the 5th of October 
1818, Rev. James Cunningham was 
thefirst Pastor of the Church A 
short sketch of his life willbe found 
in connection with the history of 
Mary Ann Church. 

The original members of the Church 
were the following : 

Mrs. McCreary, James Chambers, 
Mrs. Chambers, John -Dixon, Re- 
becca Dixon, William Forsyth, Ma- 
ria Forsyth, Samuel Shields, Isabella 
Shields, James Coulter, Cornelius 
Larue, Mrs. Hunter, Mrs. Cunning. 
ham, Wm. Cunningham, Thomas 
Scott, Mrs.. Scott, Joseph Scott, 
Mrs. Seott, John Ross, Mrs, Ross, 
Joseph Moore, Mrs. Moore, John 
Moore, David Moore, Patrick Moore, 
Mrs. Moore, Jeremiah Belt, Mis. 
Belt, Mrs. Woodrow, John Cennar, 
Mrs. Connar. 

Five elders were chosen at the or- 
ganization. They were Patrick 
Moore, John Moore, Joseph Scott, 
Thomas Scott, and John Ross. 

Mr. Cunningham continued to sup- 
ply the Church for about 10 years, in 
connection with the Church at Mary 
Ann. He preached for some time in 
a tent that stood within the present 
limits of the village. As soon as prac- 
ticable, however, a church building 


22,1798. He graduated at Jefferson 
College in 1825, was licensed in 1827, 
and as a licentiate visited Utica and 
Martinsburg in Knox county, in 
June 1829. He arranged to preach 
at Uticaevery third Sabbath, mak- 
ing his home at Martinsburg, and 
preaching there two thirds of the 
time. 

He was ordained in the spring of 
1830. He supplied the Utica church 
five years, until 1834, after which 
time his pastoral labors were con+ 
fined to the church at Martinsburg. 

He was the pastor of the church at 
Martinsburg until the fall of 1867, 
when he resigned his charge having 
labored there for about 38 years, 
with many tokens of the blessing of 
the Master upon his work. During 
the time of his ministry at Utica the 
church building, which was a frame 
structure that had stood for several 
years, not plastered and otherwise 
unfinished, was furnished with seats 
anda pulpit. During the same per- 
iod a Sabbath school was organized 
largely through the instrumentahty 
of Mr. L. W. Knowlton. Rev. John 
Pitkin ‘supplied the church for 
one year anda half after Dr. Hervey 
discontinued bis regular ministra- 
tions there. Rev. Joseph Wiley 
succeeded him, ministering to the 
church for about one year. Rev. 
Wm. Woods was ithe next supply. — 
His term of ministerial service 
there was-brief, as he died after 
having resided in the commu~ 
nity about eight months. From 
1839 to 1850 Rev. Isaac N. Shep- 
herd was the pastor. Under his — 


ministry the church increased con- 


siderably in numbers and strength. 
A new church building was erected 
in the years 1847--48 This house. 
is the one now occupied by the con- | 
eregation, Mr. Shepherd is now re- 
siding at Raleigh, Tenn. Rev. J. M. 


Dinsmore was the pastor from 1881 
to 1854. Rev. Lemuel P. Bates 

preached to the church as a stated — 
supply from August, 1855, until — 
May or June, 1858. Mr. Bates died — 
several years since. He was a — 
preacher of more. than ordinary — 


was erected and roofed. This build- 
ing was not finished for a number of 
years. He was succeeded by Rey. 
Henry Hervey,,D. D., who preached 
first in Utica on the 4th Sabbath of 
June 1829. Dr. Hervey, was born 
near Wellsburg, West Virginia, Nov. 
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clearness and force, and was highly 
esteemed by all who knew him. Rev. 
N. Armstrong supplied the pulpit 
for six months from Oct. 1858. Rev. 
C. B. Downs, the present pastor, 
began his ministerial labor there in 
Oct., 1861: The following persons 
have held the office of eldership in 
the Utica church since its organiza- 
tion: Patrick Moore, John Moore. 
Joseph Scott, Thomas Scott, John 
Ross, Allen Robinson, James 
Moore, David Yates, Robert Hen- 
derson, L. B. Stevens, Jacob Knis- 
ley, L. W. Knowlton, M. Lamson, Dr. 
Jos. Rogers and J. C. Hemler. The 
elders at present are Jacob Kuisley, 
L. W. Knowlton, Dr. Joseph Rogers 
and J. C. Hemler. The member- 
ship at present numbers 92. 

‘Lhe Sabbath school has been in 
existence nearly 40 years, and dur- 
ing the 36 years past it has been 


regularly held, with perhaps five er 
gix exceptions. This congregation 
has held religious services at Il 
o’clock on Sabbath with scarcely an 
exception for thirty-six years. 
Though the church for many years 
of that period has not had the ser- 
vices of a pastor but half the time, 
the congregation has scarcely ever 
failed to meet at its usual hours of 
worship, and if there has not been 
preaching, prayer meeting has been 
held and a sermon has usually been 
read by some member of the congre- 
gation. A prayer meeting has also 
been regularly held) during the 
week. This meeting has been con- 
ducted by the elders or some of the 
church members a large part of the 
time. There are at least ten mem- 
bers of the church who take part in 
conducting these meetings, 
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CHURCH OF 


MARY ANN. 





Rev, James Cunningham com- 
menced preaching in Mary Ann 
Fownship, in this county, during 
the autum of 1817, and continued to 
preach at the housees of the families 
living in the vieinity of the Mary 
Ann Furnace until 1822. In that 
year a church was organized at the 
Furnace, and a house of worship 
erected. 

Mr. Cunningham preached there 
once in two weeks until 1832 or 3s 
when from a variety of causes, the 
chief of which was the removal of 
the members to other parts of the 
eountry, he discontinued regular 
ministerial labors in that church.— 

The organization was subse- 
quently abandoned. He, howev- 
er, preached occasionally for many 
years afterward at different places 
in the township The elders of 
the church when it was formed, 
were Robert Patterson, David 
Robinson, and James Belford. As 
one of the early preachers of this 
region, Rev. Mr. Cunningham was 
well known in many parts of this 
county. He was born in Eastern 
Pennsylvania, in 1772, graduated at 
Jefferson College, and studied theo- 
logy with Dr. McMillen, at Can- 
nonsburg, Pa. When the time ar— 
rived forthe delivery of his trial 
sermon before Presbytcry, his cour- 
age failed, and he secreted himself 
Iu the woods. He was however 
sought out and brought to the task 
by his instructor, Dr. McMillen.— 
Soon after his licensure he went as 
A missionary to the upper waters of 


the Monongahela. He not long af. 
ter this came to this section of Ohio 
and was associated for many years 
with Rev’s.Wright and Scott,in fron- 
tier labors. On one occasion his 
presentation of Gospel truth was 
attended with a special blessing, 
though the text upon which it was 
based was one from which he had 
not long contemplated preaching.— 
He was to preach at Utica on a Sab- 
bath of communion. Dnring the 
morning of that day, he was unable 
to find the text on which he had des- 
igned preaching preliminary to the 
communion services. He and his 
family searched for it until it was 
heeessary to start from home to 
meet his appointment, seven miles 
distant. While turning over the 
leaves of his bible on the way, 
searching for the text he had selec- 
ted, this passage of scripture cecnr- 
red repeatedly to his mind. “What 
will you doin the solemn day, the 
day of the feast of the Lord.” He 
finally concluded to preach from 
that passage, and he afterwards 
thought that the conversion of 30 
persons could be traced to that one 
sermon. He died in Martinsburg, 
in 1857. During his last sickness, he 
said, ‘‘I have not ecstacy, but I have 
no fears, I have not had a doubt the 
last ten days; my faith is establish- 
ed, I will go on and see the end. 
Whom he justifies he also glorifies.” 
His last words after repeated efforts 
to express them were, “The sun 
shines brightly, all is well. 
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BROWNSVILLE CHURCH. 


In the year 1844 the committee of 
Missions of the Zanesville Presby— 
tery, of which Dr. Wylie was chair- 
man, made application to Rev. Dr. 
Elliot, of Alleghany Theological 
Seminary, to direct to them a min- 
ister to perform the work of a do- 
mestic missionary in the western 
portion of its territory, along the 
National Road, in Licking county. 
Rev. W. M. Robinson at the sug- 
gestion of Dr. Elliott, entered the 
region referred to, about the 1st of 
Dec. 1844. He immediately made 
arrangements to preach at Hebron 
in the morning of one Sabbath, and 
at Amsterdam in the afternoon, and 
for the next Sabbath to preach at 
Mt. Sterling, or Hopewell, in the 
morning, and at Brownsville in the 
afternoon. After Mr. Robinson had 
been preaching six months at Heb- 
ron, a church was formed there con- 
sisting of seventeen members. This 
organization embraced all the mem- 
bers and families that attended upon 
Mr. Robinson’s ministry at Hebron, 
Amsterdam and at Jacksontown. 

The organization of this church 
wus effected July 1st, 1845. Robt. 
Arthur and Morgan Lamson were 
ordained elders. P. N. Lyle was 
ordained elder in May, 1846. ‘The 
church encountered difficulties from 
the beginning, the chief of which 
was that it aad no house of worship 
of its own. The congregation in 
Hebron, worshipped for perhaps six 
or scven years, in a house built by 
the Presbyterians before the divis— 
ion,into Old and New school branch- 
es, but then claimed and held by the 
New school ellement.'The church was 
obliged to leave this house, after 
which services were held in the 
Disciple church. At Amsterdam 
the house of worship had also been 
built before the division, and it too 


|was held and occupied by the New 
School. After worshiping in it for 
a few months, the congregation 
were required to seek another place, 
and for a season met in the United 
Brethren Church, then in the Meth- 
odist Church in Jacksontown, and 
finally obtained a lease of the Prot- 
estant Methodist church in that vil- 
lage, where Mr, Robinson continued 
to preach until he left that field of 
labor. Though doubtless good was 
done, yst under these circumstances, 
and hy reason of the removal from 
the community of some families of 
influence in the church, but little 
progress was ever made in establish- 
‘ing a church in that region, and 
about four years since the name of 
the Hebron Church was stricken 
from the roll of the Zanesville Pres- 
bytery. 

Religious services were held reg- 
ularly at Brownsville by Mr. Robin- 
son, and on the 29th of May, 1846, a 
church was organized. Eleven per- 
sons composed the organization. 
Robert Hamilton and William Black 
were elected elders. Mr. Robinson 
continued for several years to preach 
at Mt. Sterling, or at Hopewell in 
the morning and at Brownsville in 
the afternoon. Thongh he found at 
the latter place but three or four 
Presbyterian families, and for the 
first year received at taiat point less 
than $50.00 support, yet within the 
first two or three years it became 
the most encouraging, and evidently 
the most important point in his 
whole field of labor. During the 
summer and fall of 1846, a house of 
worship was erected. This was an 
important step, as it gave Presby- 
terianism a position in the commu- 
nity, and was a pledge that the ef- 
fort being made was designed to be 
successful and permanent. Prior to 
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these efforts there, but little had|Morgan Lamson, A. R. Jordan, 
been known by the people generally,| Robert Morton and Thos. Black 
of Presbyterianism, Some had nev-|have been chosen to the eldership. 
er before heard a minister of that} The session now consists of Robert 
body, and many thought, for they|Hamilton, William Black, Robert 
had been so instructed, that its doc-| Morton and Thomas Black. The 
trines were terrible doctrines, and | singing of the congregation has been 
that its preachers must be terrible|led since the church was organized 
fellows. It was frequently said of| by William Black. The church now 
My. Robinson, while he was preach-;numbers 80 members. A Sabbath 
ing ip the Methodist church build-| Schoo] has been in ‘existence since 
ing: “He is not an honest man;/| the opening of the church building 
he is not preaching what he believes; It is now in a prosperous conditon 
wait until he gets into his own house; numbering 85 scholars. Its Super 
of worship, and he will show the intendentis William Black. 

cloven foot.” Although this was a 


the feeling with many, still the 
church had a gradual and healthy Salem German Chur ch. 


growth from the first. There were; The Salem German Church, of 
additions at nearly every commun- ‘Newark, was organized October 4th, 
JOD Season: ' 1857. The corner-stone of the 
Residing at Brownsville, and con- | church building was laid October 9th, 
sidering it the most promising point, / 1857. The church was dedicated 
Mr. Robinson so arranged his ap-| March 28th, 185%. Rev. W. C. Kie- 
pointments at the other places, on gel was the first pastor. The first 
both sides, as to preach there once! elders were David Fisher, John Dur- 
every Sabbath, preaching one Sab-| kis, August Auer, and Peter Sacks.— 
bath at Mt. Sterling in the morning,| The number of members at the or- 
and at Brownsville in the afternoon ; | oanization was 49, all male members. 
the next Sabbath at Hebron in the | W. Ch. Kiesel was the pastor until 
morning, at Jacksontown in the af-| the spring of 1861. Rev. R. Shide 
ternoon, and at Brownsville in the: was the pastor from the autumn of 
evening ; thus every two weeks rid—/ 1861 to the spring of 1864. Rev. 
ing 26 miles, and preaching three) Philip Roser was pastor from 1864 
times on the Sabbath. He labored {j]] 1866, and Rev. F. H. W. Bruech- 
there ten and a half years. The | ert has been the pastor from May 
ehurch at Brownsville which raised | 1st, 1866, to the present time. 
not quite $50.00 for his first year’s! Mr. Bruechert isa graduate of the 
support, and was organized in 1846 , Presbyterian German Theological 
with cleven members, was paying|Seminary at Dubuque, Iowa. He 
him, when he resigned that charge! was licensed to preach by the Pres- 
in April 755, $300.00 per year,tor half' bytery of Dubuque, in May, 1858, 
his time, and had a membership of|and ordained by the Presbytery of 
84. During his ministry there 105! Iowa, March, 1860. 
persons were received into the) The elders at present are R. A, 
church. Shide and Jacoby Unternaher. The 
The following persons have suc—! Sabbath School has been in exist- 
ceeded Mr. Robinson in ministerial! ence from the organization of the 
labor’ in the congregation: Revs.|church. It numbers, at present, 33 
W. 2B. Tidball, Alexander R. Hamil-, children and 9 teachers. The num- 
ton, H. R. Peairs, L. B. W. Stary: hey of church members at present is 
ock, M. M. Travis, and Rev. James; fifty-nine. 
White, of the United Presbyterian 
Church, who is at present supplying 
the pulpit. In addition to the two 
elders elected at the organization, 














NOtTE.—The writer of the foregoing sketches 
acknowledges his indebtedness tor some of the facts 
presented therein, to the following publieationg’: 
Annals ofthe American Pee by Rev. W-B, 
Sprague, D. D., and“ Biographical Sketches of de- 
ceased Members of the Synod of Ohio,” by Rey. H. 
Hervey, D. D. 


























